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GAS UTILITY – COMMODITY RATE DECREASE APPROVED  

The British Columbia Utilities Commission (BCUC) under Order G-123-19 approved Resort Gas Ltd.’s 
application for a Propane Commodity Rate Decrease effective July 1, 2019.  These changes will appear 
on your August 2019 invoice.   

The following are examples of the effects of the rate changes. 

 Impact of Commodity & Delivery Charges per Gigajoule 

Customer Type Current Rates 
Commodity 

Approved New Rates  
Jul 1, 2019 Commodity 

Average Percentage & 
Cost Decrease * 

Residential Condo $13.7110 $13.5210 -0.7% / -$3.42 
Single Family Home $13.7110 $13.5210 -1.0% / -$16.15 
Small Commercial $13.7110 $13.5210 -1.1% / -$67.26 
Avg. Large Commercial $13.7110 $13.5210 -1.1% / -$809.40 
Large Commercial $13.7110 $13.5210 -1.1% / -$1,900.00 

* Annual average percentage & cost decrease shown includes commodity, delivery & basic charges approved. 

A copy of the application, price projection and the BCUC Order G-123-19 are posted under ‘Gas Tariff 
& Rates’ tab www.sunpeaksutilities.com.  If you have any questions regarding this rate change, please 
email us at info@sunpeaksutilities.com or call 250-578-2020. 

SUMMER MAINTENANCE UPDATE 
Municipal utility staff continues to perform seasonal maintenance that 
includes: 

• making sure all our critical distribution valves for water and 
gas are operational; 

• checking and flushing fire hydrants to make sure they are ready 
for the fire department to use during practises or an emergency; 

• checking sewer manholes for infiltration and winter damage; 
• sewer line flushing which will take place later this summer. 

WHY FLUSHING HYDRANTS AND 'WASTING' WATER KEEPS YOU SAFE – 
Originally published by Trevor English, Engineering News 
Flushing hydrants can be frustrating to residents in places with low water supplies, but it is essential to 
ensuring clean and safe water.  You have probably seen it many times and thought to yourself, "what a 
waste of good clean water.  
While it may seem like a waste of good clean water, flushing of hydrants is essential to keeping your water 
safe and maintain the integrity of a pipe network. Flushing hydrants can be done to not only test the fire 
flow capacity in the event of a fire, but also to remove sediment and rust from the water, or to maintain 
proper chlorine concentrations in your area. 
First, let's look at flushing hydrants for the purpose of keeping chlorine concentrations high for 
disinfection purposes. Chlorine additions are common disinfection procedures in water treatment plants, 
and it ensures that bacteria are not thriving in the water or pipe network.  
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However, chlorine naturally degrades the longer it is in water, which means that water sitting in pipes for 
long periods of time or further out from the treatment plant can have concentrations lower than acceptable, 
creating danger. Hydrants are flushed to keep water moving and keep pipes from stagnating in this case. 

Another reason hydrant flushing can be necessary is if water becomes 
stagnant in pipes, or water becomes contaminated. Sediments, rust, and 
even chemicals can sometimes leach into a water system from broken 
pipes or even the linings of the pipes themselves. Engineers recognize 
this risk and determine key locations where hydrant flushing will increase 
water quality. 
The final reason hydrants may be flushed is to test or record flow values. 
Certain codes indicate the necessary fire flows from hydrants in order to 
maintain safety in the event of a disaster. Pressures and flow rates at 
hydrants can be drastically affected by other users' usage of water, or even 
possibly a burst pipe. Periodical testing ensures that there is enough water 
supply, which also can affect home and business owners' insurance rates. 
To summarize, if you see a fire hydrant running for hours on end, it isn't 

the city just wasting water. If the city could keep the water, they would. After all, no one is paying for the 
water being flushed from a hydrant so ultimately the water utility loses some money. Now, you may say 
why not transport the water unsuitable for drinking to water a park or put it to good use? While this is a 
noble venture, it often proves much too costly, and dumping the excess down storm drains is the only 
viable solution.  
STAGE 1 – WATER CONSERVATION is in effect from May 1st to September 30th.   
While potable water will be used for the utility work and for the 
fire department practises, the water will be mainly drawn from 
the snowmaking reservoir and treated by the new Surface Water 
Treatment Plant, then mixed with the water drawn from the 
groundwater wells.   
The fire department and utility staff plan to re-use water where 
possible and let it flow to the storm system.  This will ensure the 
water used returns to the enviornment to be used by downstream 
creek water users. 

FIRESMART 
FireSmart is a national initiative to help property owners and communities understand the ways in which 

wildfire might threaten structures and property located in, and 
close to, forested and wildland areas, and the steps individuals 
and communities can take to reduce the susceptibility of 
buildings and property to fire.  
For other ways to protect your home, visit the FireSmart 
website at www.firesmartbc.ca for more information.  You 
can also contact Sun Peaks Fire & Rescue at 250-578-8985 

for more specific information to Sun Peaks. 
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