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UPDATE ON OPTIONS TO BRING NATURAL GAS TO SUN PEAKS.   

 We continue to work together with the Sun Peaks Mountain Resort 
Municipality & FortisBC to look at options to replace the Propane 
Storage Facility at Sun Peaks with a Natural Gas Pipeline.  An initial 
assessment of the impact to individual customer groups will be 
completed in early November, 2012.  Once this assessment is available 
we will host a community meeting to share the information, explain the 
regulatory consultation requirements, and describe the impacts to our customers. 
 
Sun Peaks Utilities will be posting feedback, questions and answers, and new information as it becomes 
available on the Utilities’ website.  Later this year, we will also add an On-line Survey to the website so 
that interested parties can easily provide input and comments.   Through community meetings, on-line 
updates and surveys we will work to ensure that everyone can be part of this process.  This is a very 
complex project and we look forward to sharing the details with you as they become known. 
 

ANNUAL PROPANE PLANT EMERGENCY RESPONSE DRILL – Sun Peaks 
Utilities and FortisBC held our annual Propane Plant Emergency 
Response Exercise on Tuesday, September 11, 2012.  This exercise was 
done in coordination with FortisBC, Sun Peaks Utilities, Sun Peaks 
Mountain Resort Municipality, Sun Peaks Fire and Rescue, RCMP, 
Gibson’s Trucking and others. 
The exercise involved a simulated emergency that tested inter-agency 
communications and emergency response procedures during the event.  
Based on comments from the participants, it was a valuable exercise 

which served to highlight areas where we can improve our response in the future.  We appreciated the 
patience shown from members of the community as you encountered and sometimes had to work around 
our simulated emergency.  Thank you! 
 

COMPOST UPDATE – We finished construction and took delivery of the In-Vessel containers in 
March 2012, with a plan to provide compost to the community this year.  Utility Staff mixed and filled the 
first container and we thought we were good to go.  Unfortunately, we experienced some software glitches in 
the main system that caused incomplete composting of the first batches.  As these initial batches did not meet 
regulatory requirements for use in public areas we were not able to release them. 

Composting takes an average of 60 to 90 days to process one batch, and we are learning that it sometimes 
takes several tries to get the bugs (pun intended) out of the system.  We have been working hard with our 
system supplier, Green Mountain Technologies and other industry experts to produce usable compost that 
meets regulatory requirements for use in public areas and our own environmental standards, but we are not 
quite there yet.  We will keep you posted as we work through the last remaining issues, and are optimistic 
that we will be successful in recycling our waste into usable compost for the Sun Peaks community. 
 

Should you have any questions on these or any other utility matters, please contact us at the Utilities 
office at 250-578-5490 and press 1 or via email us at info@sunpeaksutilities.com.  In the event of an after 
hour utility emergency, dial 250-319-0629 for the Utilities’ on-call staff.  If the matter is urgent, dial 9-1-1. 
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