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INFORMATION UPDATE MEETING Saturday, January 12th, 2013 @ 3:30 pm in Delta’ Salon D 
As mentioned in earlier Utility Newsletters, Sun Peaks Utilities has been investigating 
whether it is feasible to replace the Propane Storage Facility at Sun Peaks with a Natural 
Gas Pipeline. 

By mid-December, FortisBC expects to have finalized their cost estimates to extend the 
natural gas line from Heffley Creek to Sun Peaks.  Though there are still details that need to 
be clarified, at this point they have indicated that the cost estimates are higher than initially 
anticipated.  Overall, the research done by Sun Peaks Utilities, the Municipality and 
FortisBC indicates that this project may have too many challenges to overcome at this time.  
We would like to update the community on the project’s status.   

Sun Peaks Utilities will be hosting an update session on our activities over in Salon D at the Delta from 
3:30 pm to 4:30 pm on Saturday, January 12, 2013 to provide you with an update and answer questions on 
bringing natural gas to Sun Peaks.  If you are not able to attend this meeting, minutes as well as questions 
and answers from the meeting will be posted on the Utility’s website at www.sunpeaksresort.com as well 
as ongoing Utility updates.   
 

COMPOST UPDATE  
Although it has taken awhile to work out the details, we will be ready for the spring 2013 gardening!  Over 
the past year, we have worked with the supplier and composting experts to work out the correct recipe to 
compost the biosolids.  

If you have had experience with a back yard composting process, you would think that composting the 
spent biomass from the wastewater treatment plant wouldn’t be that hard.  As it turns out it is both a 
science and an art to compost.  Composting is controlled decomposition, the natural breakdown process of 
organic residues.  Composting transforms raw organic waste materials into biologically stable, humus 
substances that make excellent soil amendments.  Compost is easier to handle that manure and other raw 
organic materials such as bio-solids, stores well and is odour free. 

Composting is an ancient technology, practiced today at every scale from the backyard compost pile to 
large commercial operations like Sun Peaks.  There are Roman and other ancient references to composting.  
Even the US’ first president, George Washington, was also a composter.  Washington recognized the 
degradative effects of farming on sold and he built a ‘dung repository’ to make compost from animal 
manures so he could replenish the soil’s organic matter. 
Over the past 8 months, we have tried different species of wood, 
different sizes, different ratios of woodchips to bio-solids (recipes), 
various set points in air mixtures and temperature set points.  We 
finally have the correct combinations and can prove the process (kill 
all the pathogens) and produce a great product.  Over the winter 
months, we will be stock piling the finished compost and will have it 
ready in the Spring for you to use.  We will have the mineral and other 
test results as well as dates when the compost will be available posted 
on our website at www.sunpeaksutilities.com under the ‘Composting’ tab. 
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Keep in mind this compost will not be screened and will contain woodchips of various sizes.  It will make a 
great growing medium for forest type plants including any of the plants listed in the Sun Peaks Design 
Guidelines.  To find out how to pick up the finished compost, please contact the Utility’s offices at 250-
578-5490 (press 1) or email us at info@sunpeaksutilties.com.  
 

POTABLE WELL MAINTENANCE WORK 
During the annual maintenance of SPUCL’s potable well located between golf 
holes 1 and 2 on Fairways Drive – north of the creek, a failure of the well 
casing was discovered. This meant that we needed to close this well, drill a 
new well and connect it to our water system before the holiday season.  

Our contractor, JR Drilling drilled a replacement well in late October. The 
new well was successfully completed on November 2nd and pump tests were 
performed.  The pipe work is now complete from the new well to the existing 
infrastructure and the well is providing water to Sun Peaks. 

Due to the time of year and the chance of cold weather, the connection had to be made above surface and 
we are using a small temporary building to protect the above-ground piping from freezing.  The building 
will stay in place until summer 2013, when the underground connections will be completed. 

The Utility would like to again thank residents and guests for your patience during this unexpected 
construction project.  
 

WATER QUALITY UPDATE – TASTE AND ODOUR  
Sun Peaks Utilities uses chlorine as an oxidant to remove excessive 
Iron and Manganese from the raw well water supply and then leaves a 
small amount of chlorine (0.8 to 0.5 mg/l) in the water to ensure water 
in the distribution system remains safe to drink.   

If you think your water smells of too much chlorine, Sun Peaks 
Utilities’ staff will come to site and test the chlorine residual at your 
home.  Staff monitors chlorine levels leaving all our treatment plants 
daily.  However, some chlorine taste and odor is normal if the water 
has sat in the pipes for several days or weeks and the chlorine comes 
out of solution.   

It's actually a good thing that you smell chlorine because it means the water 
remains potable.  An option to remove the chlorine smell is to run your tap for a 
few minutes before you use the water.  Or put your drinking water in the 
refrigerator for a few hours.  This is probably the easiest and most effective way to 
help your water become more pleasant.  The colder the water is, the less detectable 
taste and odour will be.     
 

To arrange to have a field technician to test your water for levels of chlorine, or for more information on 
these and another matter about Sun Peaks Utilities services, please contact the Utility’s offices at 250-578-
5490 (press 1), email us at info@sunpeaksutilties.com or visit www.sunpeaksutilities.com. 
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