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WATER QUALITY ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2005 
The Utility is required by its regulators to file annual reports on a number of the operations of the Utility.  
The Water Quality Report for 2005 is now available for your review on the Utility’s web site at 
http://www.sunpeaksutilities.com/water_annualreport.htm.  The following is a reprint of part of the report. 

Executive Summary  

Sun Peaks water system is designed and constructed to provide consumers with a safe reliable and 
aesthetically-pleasing water in a cost effective manner.  As a popular destination ski and summer recreation 
resort, Sun Peaks has enjoyed significant and sustained growth for over 12 years.  This success is expected 
to continue in the future.  As a tourism based resort, it is important to provide safe drinking water, as well 
as meet aesthetic expectations of its residents and guests. 

In 2004, Interior Health requested that Sun Peaks Utilities meet the water quality standards set in the 
British Columbia Water Protection Act (BCDWPA).  Further, Interior Health requested that Sun Peaks 
Utilities use the Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality (GCDWQ) as targets for the parameters 
not covered by the BCDWPA. 

Sun Peaks’ raw source water does meet the GCDWQ with the exception of slightly elevated levels of iron 
and manganese characteristic of deep groundwater wells (not a health concern).  To reduce these minerals 
to GCDWQ aesthetic levels, the Utility uses a high pressure green sand filtration system with chlorine used 
as an oxidizer.  This equipment is located at each water treatment plants. 

Chemical and bacterial levels which may alter prior to use by the consumers are monitored by the Utility 
either in the distribution system or at the consumer’s taps.  The Utility field staff collect water samples 
from various locations within the Sun Peaks water distribution grid.  These samples are monitored for 
physical, chemical and microbiological characteristics.  The parameters tested are compared against the 
GCDWQ and the BCDWPA. 

Physical characteristics include temperature, pH and turbidity.  The average temperature was between 5oC 
and 7oC which is below the CGDWQ desirable limit of 15.0oC.  The average pH was 7.96.  The CGDWQ 
stipulates the maximum accepted concentration for turbidity is “one” nephelometric turbidity unit (NTU) 
entering the distribution system and the aesthetic limit at the tap is 5 NTU’s.  In 2005, none of the 
distribution samples had turbidity readings of more than 1 NTU. 

Chemical characteristics include metals, chlorine residual levels and disinfection by-products.  Metal levels 
were tested in the raw water once per year to monitor changes in the water withdrawn from groundwater 
sources.  Metal levels in the distribution system are well below the GCDWQ.  

The microbiological analyses include coliforms.  There were no positive coliform sample results during 
2005.   

Sun Peaks Utilities will continue the annual water main flushing program to ensure good water quality is 
delivered to all customers whether they are supplied water from the main distribution system or at the end 
of a feeder water main. 
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PENDING RATE APPLICATION FOR GAS UTILITY 
Sun Peaks Utilities’ Gas Division has been subject to increasing gas delivery costs, therefore we are 
starting the process to evaluate all of the costs associated with running the gas delivery system at Sun 
Peaks.   We want to give our customers ample notice of this evaluation, to encourage community input to 
the process and also ensure that you have the opportunity to budget for a potential price increase.  

Sun Peaks Utilities’ expects to be in a position to apply to the British Columbia Utilities Commission (the 
“BCUC”) for a rate increase sometime in early August with an effective date of October 1, 2006.   Like the 
Water Utility, the rate application process will be a public process with the Utility providing its customers 
and its regulator with all the relevant information of why this rate application is warranted.    

The BCUC will then decide how the application will be treated.  For more information on this subject, visit 
the Utilities’ web site at www.sunpeaksutilities.com or the BC Utilities Commission site at  
www.bcuc.com. 

Sun Peaks Utilities has not finalized our F2006 Gas Annual Report or the rate application.  In addition to 
increased operating costs (delivery charge), it is possible that we may have to accommodate increased gas 
fuel costs.  As in previous years, we are working with our bulk propane supplier, MP Energy of Calgary, 
Alberta to lock in a minimum of 50% of our overall winter fuel supplies in an effort to keep winter 
commodity costs as low as possible.  The price of fuel (commodity cost) charged to our customers is 
exactly what we pay for the propane. 

GEOTHERMAL ENERGY INFORMATION MEETING  
Why? – The continuing rise in energy costs and concern over the effects of greenhouse gases on the 
environment has caused Sun Peaks Utilities and some Sun Peaks Strata Councils to explore geothermal 
energy options.  We would like to engage all interested Sun Peaks residents in a discussion on this green 
energy source.   

Options at Sun Peaks – Every community’s potential for geothermal use for heating and cooling is 
different.  Sun Peaks Utilities, our consulting engineers, various ministries and regulators, and some Sun 
Peaks Strata Councils have been exploring different options in search of a method that would be safe and 
effective for Sun Peaks.  Assuming ministry and regulatory acceptance, it is possible for individual land 
owners to create self contained geothermal energy capability.  Another option is a centralized Geothermal 
Utility that can utilize horizontal drilling in areas outside of the sensitive Sun Peaks Aquifer.   

In order to continue the Utility’s focus to minimize the environmental impact of its operations, the Utility is 
currently exploring options as it relates to geothermal energy.   

Prior to doing more work on the possibilities of geothermal at Sun Peaks, we want to hear from the 
community and our customers to find out what they think.  If you are interested in learning more on this 
subject and would like to schedule an information meeting some time in September or October, please 
register on our web site at www.sunpeaksutilities.com or contact the office at 250-579-5490.  Once we 
have a firm date, we will contact everyone who has expressed an interest. (Further updates on this subject 
will be made available on the Utility’s web site at www.sunpeaksutilities.com and in future newsletters.) 
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For more information on these subjects or any other utility matter, please contact the Utility’s office at 
utilities@sunpeaksresort.com or 250-578-5490.   
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